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to the great council of the nation. At this time the debt to the
pope reached 135,000 marks sterling. The demand of an aid
was met with indignant remonstrances ; but under united
papal and royal pressure, 52,000 marks were wrung from the
clergy. The next year the like demand was met more reso-
lutely. The Parliament met at London after Hoke-tide,
April gth, and sat until the 5th of May, in angry debate on all
the many existing causes of discontent. The result was an
agreement on the part of the king to place the execution of
the necessary reforms in the hands of a body of twenty-four
counsellors, to be chosen in a parliament at Oxford on the
feast of S. Barnabas, June II, half by himself and half by
the barons. To the determinations of this body he bound
himself to submit. (Nos. I and II.) The parliament of Oxford
met, and the barons presented a long petition stating the
reforms they desired. (No. III.) The council of twenty-four
was elected, and drew up a body of preliminary articles, which
are commonly known as the Provisions of Oxford. (No. IV.)
Under this constitution a council of fifteen was chosen, by
four out of the twenty-four, to advise the king on all points ;
another body of twenty-four was appointed to treat especially
of aids ; and a third, of twelve members, was chosen by the
barons to represent the community in three annual parlia-
ments. Further reforms were to be reported before the
following Christmas. In the meantime the king took all the
oaths that were required of him, and published in Latin,
French, and English his adhesion to the Provisions, on the
i8th of October. (No. V.) The year ended, and the coun-
sellors had not completed their labours or published the
further reforms, to which it seems certain that the king had
sworn implicitly beforehand. In October 1259 however,
under the urgent threats of Edward and others of the barons,
they produced at Westminster a second series of provisions,
based upon the petition of the barons, but by no means
answering their expectations. A quarrel between the Earls of